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2019-2020 FIELD TRIP SERIES
BROADEN THE HORIZONS OF YOUR CLASSROOM.
EXPERIENCE THE VIBRANT WORLD OF THE ARTS
AT THE McCALLUM!

EXPANDING THE CONCEPT OF LITERACY
What is a “text”? We invite you to consider the performances on McCallum’s Field Trip Series as non-print texts
available for study and investigation by your students. Anyone who has shown a ﬁlmed version of a play in their
classroom, used a website as companion to a textbook, or asked students to do online research already knows that
“texts” don’t begin and end with textbooks, novels, and reading packets. They extend to videos, websites, games,
plays, concerts, dances, radio programs, and a number of other non-print texts that students and teachers engage
with on a regular basis.
We know that when we expand our deﬁnition of texts to the variety of media that we use in our everyday lives,
we broaden the materials and concepts we have at our disposal in the classroom, increase student engagement,
and enrich learning experiences.
Please consider how utilizing your McCallum performance as a text might align to standards established for reading,
writing, speaking, listening, and language.
How do we help students to use these texts as a way of shaping ideas and understanding the world?
Please use this material to help you on this journey.
NON-PRINT TEXT > any medium/text that creates meaning through sound or images or both, such as symbols,
words, songs, speeches, pictures, and illustrations not in traditional print form including those seen on computers,
films, and in the environment.

LEARNING LINKS

TUESDAY

THE WORK
OF ART

WHAT IS IT MADE OF?
HOW CAN IT SERVE AS A “TEXT”
FOR STUDENT STUDY IN
THE CLASSROOM?

Secret Agent 23 Skidoo appears in a purple velvet
tuxedo – and the family funk begins. 23 Skidoo launches
into a potent performance combining the primal power
of hip-hop with the surreal storytelling of science
fiction. His songs speak of dragons, blue grasshoppers
and talking clouds. Positive messages and simple life
lessons abound. He balances hip-hop and storytelling
effortlessly. Imagine a band with Jim Henson on guitar,
Shel Silverstein on bass and PIXAR as the lead vocalist.
Yeah, it’s like that. His sound and style never dumb down
the music or underestimate us in the audience. With the
same funk and beats that other bands that pump out in
clubs at midnight, and with lyrics that encompass a
larger vocabulary that is currently heard in the Top 40,
Skidoo plays to the whole family. His themes are the
universal constants we all deal with: love, struggle,
dreams, fears and learning to become ourselves.
These are the soul of Secret Agent 23 Skidoo’s
musical adventures.

THE ARTISTS

WHO HAS PRODUCED THIS WORK?

Secret Agent 23 Skidoo is a family hip-hop musician from Asheville, North Carolina. An artist who really ‘gets’
children, he’s been performing kid’s music since 2008. His music is unique and his lyrics intelligent, positive and
empowering. NPR’s All Things Considered, Time Magazine, and Parenting Magazine have done features on
his family hip-hop career. In an earlier musical incarnation, before releasing his first kid hip-hop album in 2008,
he shared the stage with the likes of Run DMC, Mos Def and P Funk as a rapper in Granola Funk Express – so his
creds are the real thing.
23 Skidoo is the official spokesman for the New York State Library System Children’s Summer Reading Program.
His radio and TV commercials nationwide promote summer reading programs at libraries. He performs for young
audiences in libraries and schools across the country. And he has taught countless kids to write their own rhymes
in workshops across the country. He promotes social justice and positive change in the world. An example is Many
Hands: Family Music for Haiti, a response to the devastating earthquake in that country. Also Science Fair, which
supported science and engineering education for girls and won a Parents’ Choice Award. In 2018, Skidoo took part
in Hold Tight, Shine Bright, an album to benefit detained immigrant children as well as concerts like the Camp

“The real challenge
is to stand out because
of what you love.”
> SECRET AGENT
23 SKIDOO

Fire Benefit Jam to help fellow Californians affected by the wildfire. His foray into
kids’ music started when his daughter was 5 years old. Skidoo taught little Saki
(aka MC Fireworks) how to rap, and together they made the world’s first album
of family hip-hop. It caught on quick. They had a #1 hit on SiriusXM’s family
channel. Over the next 10 years, 23 Skidoo, MC Fireworks, and Bootysattva
(aka Mom) racked up a lot of shows with friends who sang, scratched records,
danced, played instruments and did back flips. They played Lollapalooza, Austin
City Limits, the Smithsonian, the Winnipeg Folk Festival, and the Buddy Daddy
Family Festival in India. Aaaaaand in 2017, they won a Grammy!

They’ve released six albums, two books, a line of hot sauce, and an E.P. that combines
the entire Asheville Symphony with beats and rhymes.

To kids unsure about being creative, 23 Skidoo says, “Don’t worry if your first attempts at creativity seem stupid or
you feel you can’t do it. That’s how every great artist started. I have notebooks full of rhymes I hated while I was
writing them. Just try to have fun with it, and if you keep at it, eventually you’ll develop the skill to do something
original and great. And if other people make fun of you or try to make you feel bad, just remember that later, you’ll
have skills and an art that makes you feel amazing, and they’ll have nothing but the ability to make fun of things.”
What’s it like to rap? “It’s like shooting perfectly formed shapes out of your mouth that explode like fireworks and
fall onto the crowd like nice cool rain on a hot day. Saki’s answer? ‘It’s like a combination of yelling, singing and
talking, but with more rhythm.’”

CONTEXTS

WHAT INFORMATION SURROUNDS
THIS WORK OF ART AND COULD HELP
MAKE STUDENTS’ ENGAGEMENT
WITH IT MORE POWERFUL?

HIP-HOP
The 1970s gave birth to hip-hop in Jamaican-American,
African-American and Latino-American urban areas in
large U.S. cities. One very striking element is its form
of vocalization: rapping. In rap, words are rhythmically
chanted. Rhyming is an essential component. Hip-hop
songs are often about urban life. The musical style
borrows from the world of pop, for example disco
and reggae.

Culturally, hip-hop features a style of dressing called urban. Baggy pants, work boots, and oversize shirts are
staples. Break dancing or b-boying is a competitive form of dance associated with hip-hop. It involves virtuosic
floor work. Hip-hop has its own visual art form, too. In the street art known as graffiti, people paint pictures or
words on walls. Hip-hop musicians often use nicknames. Some popular hip-hop musicians are Snoop Dogg, Jay-Z,
Eminem, Lil’ Wayne and 50-Cent.

KINDIE MUSIC
Kindie music is a style of children’s music that “melds the sensibility of the singer-songwriter with themes aimed
at kids.” Many popular kindie music artists started out as popular performers for adult audiences. Dan Zanes and
They Might Be Giants are examples. The term appears to have come from Salon.com writer Scott Lamb in 2006.
Although its original name – kindie rock – allies itself with the rock genre, kindie has never been just rock music,
but various genres. Artists increasingly use the more open term kindie music.

TEACHER-LED
CLASSROOM
LESSONS

HOW CAN YOUR STUDENTS EXPLORE
THIS WORK OF ART IN YOUR
CLASSROOM THROUGH ART MAKING,
RESEARCH, QUESTIONING
AND REFLECTION?
TRY TEACHING THESE LESSONS.

LESSON 1 BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE

LINE OF INQUIRY
How does Secret Agent 23 Skidoo create rap texts that convey themes and experiences vital to young
lives?

QUESTIONING
Ask students what they know about rap. (document responses on board.)

CONTEXT
Share with students pertinent information. (see Hip-hop entry on previous page.)

SHARE
Here’s a rap text from the work we are going to see:
“And the way that you walk And the way that you talk
And the way that you look from your hat to your socks
It’s a beautiful thing being yourself / And not trying to act like everyone else
I’m a tell you the truth and you gotta agree
Man I can’t be you – No I gotta be me
So what you gotta be? – I gotta me be.”
Have students speak this out loud in table groups.

QUESTIONING
What are you noticing about language and meaning? Theme?

PLAY the full song: www.youtube.com/watch?v=28JFuuJXxh4
QUESTIONING
What additional things do we notice?
How is the idea of repetition used?

ART MAKING
Students in pairs or table groups select a theme that has meaning for them as kids and proceed to write a
four-line rap on that theme. (For younger grades, this can be a whole class project conducted by you at the board.)
Afterward these are shared. Your questioning will help students notice details, word choice and content.

REFLECTION
Discussion: How can rap be a tool for positive expression and community-building?

LESSON 2 AFTER THE PERFORMANCE
LINE OF INQUIRY
How does Secret Agent 23 Skidoo augment sung and rapped texts with lively movement and
colorful outfits?

QUESTIONING
What did you notice in the performance? (see questions below.)

ART MAKING
Students individually draw images based on what they saw on stage. Particular emphasis is laid on body shapes
that suggest lively movement – and costuming that delineates cut, style and color.

REFLECTION
These are viewed. You can guide whole class noticing around a few of these to help students really notice details
and how they might be read by the viewer.

QUESTIONS

PUT THESE QUESTIONS TO GOOD USE HELPING STUDENTS REFLECT
ON THEIR PERFORMANCE EXPERIENCE.
> What did you notice about the performers? How many were there? What age levels?
> Which elements were specifically from the genre of hip-hop?
> What about the language of the texts stood out?
> Which song did you especially respond to – and why?
> How were the performers dressed? What’s up with that?
> What insights about themselves did they offer? What else did they communicate between songs?
> How did they move?
> What did you notice about transitions between songs? How did the program as a whole flow?
> How did the performers interact with each other – with the audience?
> How was humor used?
> What are some main themes in this work?
> What was your biggest take-away from this experience?

EXPLORE &
DISCOVER

The following two pages can be sent home with
students as a homework assignment. It has been
designed to serve two purposes:

1 To inform the people at home about the experience
their student is about to have, and give them enough
information to dialogue about it.

ACTIVITY PAGES FOR 2 To allow the student to become a bit familiar with
THE STUDENT AND FAMILY. some of the aspects of the performance before they
attend it at the McCallum.

“The thing is to joyously,
diligently be yourself and
advance your unique
understanding of the world
in order to share it.”
> SECRET AGENT 23 SKIDOO

Really young students will need an adult or older
sibling/friend to guide them through the pages, and
help them with writing, whereas older students can
do this on their own. More mature students (middle
or high school) might need your to help to understand
which activities they can go deep with based on their
frame of reference. Ideally there’s little bit of follow up
in the classroom on students’ experiences with these
pages prior to going to the show. If not utilized as
homework, these pages can be also be distributed and
completed in class.

EXPLORE & DISCOVER
ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS, FAMILY MEMBERS AND/OR FRIENDS.

You will be going with your class to see Secret Agent 23 Skidoo at the McCallum Theatre in the near
future. This is a kid’s hip-hop performance from North Carolina. Secret Agent 23 Skidoo performs as
part of the McCallum Theatre Education Field Trip Series. If you want to know more about The Field Trip
Series, visit this website: www.mccallumtheatre.com/index.php/education/field-trips
IN THIS PERFORMANCE you will experience energizing rap, singing, and movement grounded in hip-hop and themed to kids’ interests
and experiences in life.

SECRET AGENT 23 SKIDOO
His name is Secret Agent 23 Skidoo. He’s the one in the center.
Right off the bat what are three things you notice about him?

1
2
3
Try out the others’ body shapes and angles. What do you notice when
you do that? Which one’s hardest? Which one’s the most fun?

Here’s a rap lyric from the song Gotta Be Me:
And the way that you walk
And the way that you talk
And the way that you look
from your hat to your socks
It’s a beautiful thing being yourself /
And not trying to act like everyone else
I’m a tell you the truth and you gotta agree
Man I can’t be you – No I gotta be me /
So what you gotta be? – I gotta me be.
– With a friend or family member,
try speaking these words out loud.
– Then speak them with a beat.
Add a little flavor of rap in there.
– Now add in a couple of body shapes from the
picture above, but don’t freeze it, keep it movin’!

THE YEAR OF THE WEIRD
Secret Agent 23 Skidoo declared 2014 the Year of the Weird. Why? Well,
he released an album that year that celebrated the idea that being weird
is far superior to being ‘normal.’ But that’s actually a philosophy dear to his
heart EVERY year. He says, “I want to help kids understand that their weirdness
is their destiny, and that they can ride it like a tidal wave of awesomeness
to great spiritual riches. Weird means interesting, authentic, unexpected.
It means not basing how you act, look and create on what others are doing
or expect from you. It’s good to be aware of other’s opinions, but not to let
them dominate your natural self. I live my life as a stubborn weirdo.”
How are you a weirdo?

Turn that answer into a two line rap lyric here:

EXPLORE & DISCOVER
“A MISFIT, ALWAYS BEEN DIFFERENT,
THAT’S PROBABLY WHY I BECAME
A MUSICIAN.”
This line is something Secret Agent 23 Skidoo raps.
What’s a misfit?

DRESS UP!

So, you noticed already that Secret Agent 23 Skidoo is
a pretty snappy dresser. Purple suit, purple top hat. With
a friend or family member find some unusual clothing
choices around the house – with permission, of course!
– and create a new and completely weird outfit. Be
sure an adult is supervising because they can take pictures
when you’re done – and chances are they need a good
cheering up! Don’t forget to print one of the photos out
and tape it to this sheet!

What are some other things besides making music
that a misfit would be perfect doing?

Think about how you are a misfit. How could that be
strength? In the space below, draw yourself as a
misfit, looking strong:

Hip-hop was born in the 1970s in Jamaican-American,
African-American and Latino-American parts of big U.S.
cities. Rap, as you know, is a big part of hip-hop. And
rhyming is a big part of rap. Play this game with a friend
or family member:
One of you makes up a short phrase on the spur of
the moment. Then, the other has to make up a second
phrase – and the last word of that phrase has to
rhyme with the last word of the first phrase. See how
long you can go without either of you quitting. When
one of you does quit, switch!

Trying things out on this sheet, you’ve had a chance to
wrap your tongue around some rap. Here’s what Secret
Agent 23 Skidoo says about doing rap: “It’s like shooting
perfectly formed shapes out of your mouth that explode
like fireworks and fall onto the crowd like nice
cool rain on a hot day.”
His little daughter Saki’s answer: “It’s like a
combination of yelling, singing and talking,
but with more rhythm.” Your answer:

