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OXFORD PLAYHOUSE

2019-2020 FIELD TRIP SERIES
BROADEN THE HORIZONS OF YOUR CLASSROOM.
EXPERIENCE THE VIBRANT WORLD OF THE ARTS
AT THE McCALLUM!

EXPANDING THE CONCEPT OF LITERACY
What is a “text”? We invite you to consider the performances on McCallum’s Field Trip Series as non-print texts
available for study and investigation by your students. Anyone who has shown a ﬁlmed version of a play in their
classroom, used a website as companion to a textbook, or asked students to do online research already knows that
“texts” don’t begin and end with textbooks, novels, and reading packets. They extend to videos, websites, games,
plays, concerts, dances, radio programs, and a number of other non-print texts that students and teachers engage
with on a regular basis.
We know that when we expand our deﬁnition of texts to the variety of media that we use in our everyday lives,
we broaden the materials and concepts we have at our disposal in the classroom, increase student engagement,
and enrich learning experiences.
Please consider how utilizing your McCallum performance as a text might align to standards established for reading,
writing, speaking, listening, and language.
How do we help students to use these texts as a way of shaping ideas and understanding the world?
Please use this material to help you on this journey.
NON-PRINT TEXT > any medium/text that creates meaning through sound or images or both, such as symbols,
words, songs, speeches, pictures, and illustrations not in traditional print form including those seen on computers,
films, and in the environment.

LEARNING LINKS

TUESDAY

THE WORK
OF ART

WHAT IS IT MADE OF?
HOW CAN IT SERVE AS A “TEXT”
FOR STUDENT STUDY IN
THE CLASSROOM?
One Small Step is an inventive, funny, action-packed
show that crams 50 years of history and 41 characters
into 60 minutes! How do they get 41 actors on the
stage? They don’t. Every one of these characters is
taken by one of two versatile actors. Timed to coincide
with the 50th anniversary of the moon landing, this work of art is a visually stunning account of one of history’s
greatest adventures – the race between the United States and the Soviet Union to send the first man to the moon.
Those two actors inventively recreate the space race with the aid of simple household objects. Watch the famous
Apollo, Gemini and Sputnik capsules materialize from buckets, lamps and cardboard boxes! Hear President John
F. Kennedy’s address complete with Boston accent, as well as the sound effects of liftoff and engines igniting
produced by actors’ voices, while white Walmart buckets morph into helmets, multi-colored beach balls become
helmets, and a globe illustrates reentry of capsules into our atmosphere.

THE ARTISTS

WHO HAS PRODUCED
THIS WORK?

Oxford Playhouse is proud to call itself a theater for everyone.
They produce a wide range of live performance. This includes
drama, contemporary dance and music, student shows, lectures
and poetry. Perhaps most excitingly, they create their own works.
Often this results in works that tour – like One Small Step. They
invest time and effort in education as well, including post show discussions, workshops, work experience, holiday
schemes, a youth theatre and a young people’s theatre company.
Toby Hulse, director of One Small Step, writes plays in addition to directing. He specializes in theater for family
audiences. Besides Oxford Playhouse, he collaborates with Bristol Old Vic. Some of his biggest hits have been
Beowulf and Jason and the Argonauts. Toby also teaches improvisation and clowning. Part of the original creative
team of One Small Step, he has returned for this production. He thinks it may be his all-time favorite work.
David Hastings is the author of One Small Step. From Oxford he has a degree in English Studies and Creative
Writing. One Small Step is one of three plays in his growing output.

CONTEXTS

WHAT INFORMATION SURROUNDS
THIS WORK OF ART AND COULD HELP
MAKE STUDENTS’ ENGAGEMENT
WITH IT MORE POWERFUL?

The Space Race was a competition between the US
and the USSR to see who could excel in space exploration. It went on from roughly 1957 to 1975. Each nation
sent satellites and rockets – manned and unmanned –
into outer space with the plan to ultimately land on the
moon. It was the Soviet launch of Sputnik in October of
1957 that set the race in motion. The space race went
hand in hand with the arms race, a bid for supremacy.

The first man in orbit was Russian. His name was Yuri
Gagarin. This was in 1961. A month later, our president, John F. Kennedy, made a speech to Congress, declaring
the goal of landing a man on the moon by the end of the decade. We won that race when, in 1969, Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin made it to the moon and back. Famously, when setting his foot onto the lunar surface, Ohioan
Armstrong said, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” Read more on Neil Armstrong:
https://www.biography.com/astronaut/neil-armstrong
Props, in theater, are any object used by actors on stage in a performance. This sets them apart from scenery
and costumes. Formally they are called properties. In One Small Step, props play a big role; more than in many
productions the audience is asked to imagine that props represent other, quite different objects. Historically, the
first written reference to the use of props occurs in connection with a 1425 morality play. In the Renaissance,
stage weapons and other movable objects were considered company property, hence properties. The shortened
term props first shows up in 1841, according to the Oxford English Dictionary.

“We can achieve
the impossible through the
very human powers of
imagination, creativity,
curiosity and play.”
> TOBY HULSE
DIRECTOR

TEACHER-LED
CLASSROOM
LESSONS

HOW CAN YOUR STUDENTS EXPLORE
THIS WORK OF ART IN YOUR
CLASSROOM THROUGH ART MAKING,
RESEARCH, QUESTIONING
AND REFLECTION?
TRY TEACHING THESE LESSONS.

LESSON 1 BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE
LINE OF INQUIRY
How does One Small Step maximize the inventive use of
props in telling this story?

QUESTIONING
What do we know about the Space Race? (Nothing perhaps?)

SHARE
From the 1950s through the 1990s, the USSR and we were engaged
in the Cold War. This meant, among other things, that each wanted
to be the strongest force on Earth. In the 50s and 60s, one of the
ways we ‘fought’ was in striving to become the first to reach
the moon.

RESEARCH
Let’s see what we can learn about that:
https://www.dkfindout.com/us/space/space-race/
Older kids:
https://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Space_Race
Afterward, at the board gather all the information they have discovered.

ART MAKING
Students sketch or more fully draw rockets launching, men in spacesuits exiting spaceships to step out onto the
moon, and riding capsules back through the earth’s atmosphere to land in the ocean.
Students examine each other’s work.

GUIDE THE NOTICING around one or more pieces of student work by asking questions. What do we notice?
What lines and shapes? Colors? What is depicted? What are some interesting choices on the part of the artist?
SHARE
The actors in One Small Step use ordinary objects to represent things in the story like the rockets and the earth.
Looking around the room, what are some objects that might represent ______ from the story?

REFLECTION
Students individually come up with an everyday item that could represent one of the objects in the story. They
write a couple of sentences about why that would be an effective choice.

LESSON 2 AFTER THE PERFORMANCE
QUESTIONING
What did you notice? (See questions on previous page)

ART MAKING
Students individually – or in table groups – create a script for one short
scene from the story. Include narration, dialogue, and at least one
everyday item that could be used to represent an object in the scene.
These are shared aloud.

QUESTIONING
You can guide student noticing of elements like vocabulary, striking
or dramatic word choices, use of dialogue and narration, and so on,
by asking the class questions.

REFLECTION
Students compose a paragraph on the theme: Why theater can be an
effective way to explore history.

QUESTIONS

PUT THESE QUESTIONS TO GOOD USE HELPING STUDENTS REFLECT
ON THEIR PERFORMANCE EXPERIENCE.
> How do the actors move and use their voices?
> What are some of the characters they most indelibly bring to life – and how do they?
> What do you notice about the script? About language? The division between narration and dialogue?
> How do they use props?
> How do they create the illusion of costuming?
> What are other aspects of the production that may be called minimalist?
> What are some of the most effective things the production does – and why is that so?
> How is music used? What about lighting? Pacing?
> How is dramatic tension created?
> How is humor used?
> What viewpoint(s) did the production seem to take in examining this period in history?
> What meant the most personally to you in this work of art? Why was that?

EXPLORE &
DISCOVER

The following two pages can be sent home with
students as a homework assignment. It has been
designed to serve two purposes:

1 To inform the people at home about the experience
their student is about to have, and give them enough
information to dialogue about it.

ACTIVITY PAGES FOR 2 To allow the student to become a bit familiar with
THE STUDENT AND FAMILY. some of the aspects of the performance before they
attend it at the McCallum.

“It took the efforts
of over 600,000 people
for Neil Armstrong to make
his first one small step.”
> TOBY HULSE
DIRECTOR

Really young students will need an adult or older
sibling/friend to guide them through the pages, and
help them with writing, whereas older students can
do this on their own. More mature students (middle
or high school) might need your to help to understand
which activities they can go deep with based on their
frame of reference. Ideally there’s little bit of follow up
in the classroom on students’ experiences with these
pages prior to going to the show. If not utilized as
homework, these pages can be also be distributed and
completed in class.

EXPLORE & DISCOVER
ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS, FAMILY MEMBERS AND/OR FRIENDS.
You will be going with your class to see Oxford Theatre perform a play called One Small Step at
the McCallum Theatre in the near future. Oxford Theatre, a company from England, as part of the
McCallum Theatre Education Field Trip Series. If you want to know more about The Field Trip Series,
visit this website: www.mccallumtheatre.com/index.php/education/field-trips
IN THIS PERFORMANCE you will experience an exciting, cutting-edge play with two actors who play 41 different parts! They use all
kinds of surprising objects to show what happened when the US and the Soviet Union each tried to beat the other in putting an astronaut
on the moon. The Space Race was the name of that competition. It lasted from around 1957 to 1975. Both nations sent up satellites
and rockets – manned and unmanned – into outer space. Each hoped to be first to land on the moon. The Soviet launch of the satellite
Sputnik in 1957 started the race going.

ANIMALS IN SPACE

Animals were sent up into space before people were to help us figure out how humans could
survive in space. In 1957, the Soviet Union sent up a stray dog named Laika. She orbited Earth
for seven days on Sputnik 2 but died on the mission. The United States’ National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA, founded in 1958) sent apes up into space to test things out before
sending astronauts. Ham the Chimp was the first hominid launched into space in 1961. He returned
safely to Earth after 16 minutes and 39 seconds in flight and lived for many years thereafter.
With a friend or family member, make a short list of jobs animals carry out that
help people:

WOMEN IN SPACE

The first woman to fly in space was
Russian Valentina Tereshkova. In
1963 she orbited the Earth 48 times
over the course of three days. 19
years later another Russian, Svetlana
Savitskaya, was the first woman to
take a spacewalk. American space
voyagers are called astronauts.
What are Russian space voyagers called? Look it
up and put your answer here:

SPACECRAFT
MODULES
In this picture, what shapes do you see?

What else do you notice?

What does each segment do? With a friend or family member see
how many details you can discover through research:

EXPLORE & DISCOVER
“THE EARTH WAS ABSOLUTELY ROUND.
I NEVER KNEW WHAT THE WORD ROUND
MEANT UNTIL I SAW EARTH FROM SPACE.”
— COSMONAUT ALEXI LEONOV
Imagine what our planet would look like from the surface
of the moon – or through the window of your space craft.
Draw it as you think it might look.
Include a bit of the moon’s surface
or the window.

NEIL ARMSTRONG was the first man on the moon. He

was from Ohio. When he stepped onto the lunar surface, he said,
“That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” Pilot
Buzz Aldrin also went walking on the Moon, and the next day they
spent two and a half hours outside the spacecraft, Apollo 11.
What would it be like to walk on the moon’s surface?
Research this with a friend or family member and together
write a descriptive paragraph about the experience. Let
your paragraph include a couple of fun details:

AFTER THE SHOW

An important part of live theater
is the objects handled by actors
on stage to help tell the story of
the play. These are called props.
Suppose, like Oxford Theatre, you
decided to present the story of the
space race using ordinary objects
around your house for spaceships, satellites, helmets,
and so on. Which ones would you choose? With a friend
or family member, choose some props and together act
out the space race – or part of it. Afterward, ask each
other what you’ve discovered about using props to
communicate ideas and events. Write down your
reflections here:

