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FocusWorks
LIVE

SHAKESPEARE IN JAZZ:
ALL THE WORLD’S A SONG
Performed by Daniel Kelly Quartet
featuring Frederick Johnson

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12 AT 1:30 PM

In this engaging celebration of Shakespeare’s work, award-winning
composer and pianist, Daniel Kelly brilliantly has reinterpreted texts
from Shakespeare’s most beloved plays and turned them into fresh
and dynamic jazz songs. Inspiring and thought-provoking for people
of all ages, this concert invites audience members to sing along with
powerhouse jazz vocalist Frederick Johnson to catchy, original tunes
based on A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Twelfth Night, Macbeth, Hamlet
and more! Rounding out the Quartet are bassist Jennifer Vincent and
drummer Bram Kincheloe.

SCREENED

WILDE CREATURES
Performed by Tall Stories

THURSDAY, JUNE 13 AT 11:00 AM

A motley crew of storytelling musicians brings Oscar Wilde’s classic
fairy tales to life in Tall Stories’ magical new show. Once upon a time
there was a town that was dark and grey. The North Wind blew coldly
through the streets and in the town square there was an empty
platform where the statue of the Happy Prince had once stood. There is
to be a new statue – but of whom? Which of the townsfolk is important
enough to be immortalized in stone and raised above everyone else?
Characters from The Devoted Friend, The Nightingale and the Rose
and The Birthday of the Infanta spring to life as the town’s pompous
mayor, the love-sick student, and the petulant princess all compete to
become the new town statue, and the audience votes on whose values
deserve to be celebrated. Original live music, imaginative storytelling
and a generous dash of comedy make this a fantastical journey
through palaces, forests and beyond.
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SCREENED

9

Performed by Cas Public & Kopergietery

THURSDAY, JUNE 13 AT 3:30 PM

Known for its eloquent dance, Cas Public from Montreal, Canada,
now houses an atypical performer, Cai Glover, who overcame a
hearing impairment to become a professional dancer. Choreographer
Hélène Blackburn has taken the unusual step of using his disability as
a point of departure for her new creation. Perceiving, experiencing,
understanding – our senses allow us to take in the world around us.
This sine qua non condition is like a window onto what lies outside of
us; without it things elude us in part. How is it possible to capture the
monumental grandeur of the 9th symphony – one of the masterworks
in the classical repertoire – if, like Beethoven, our hearing is impaired?
9 incarnates this challenge through a bold journey of sensation. This
work is sure to appeal to all generations by pushing back the limits of
silence to rise above difference and transform the body into language.

LIVE

SOMOS AMIGOS: SONGS
ON COMMON GROUND
Performed by Sonia De Los Santos
and The Okee Dokee Brothers

FRIDAY, JUNE 14 AT 1:30 PM

Friendship is at the heart of this joyful new collaboration between
Mexican songstress, Sonia De Los Santos, and the Grammy-winning
Americana folk duo, The Okee Dokee Brothers. This bilingual program
includes both old and new songs that span the musical traditions of
North America and illustrate the collective power of singing together
and learning from each other. With an adventurous spirit and a common
vision of peace and understanding, Somos Amigos encourages young
and old to explore, dance, sing and laugh together, hand-in-hand.
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ON EXHIBIT

THE POWER OF PEOPLE

An exhibit of portraits from a documentary
project by Noé Montes

MONDAY, JUNE 17 AT 1:30 PM

Photographer Noé Montes’ powerful exhibit dedicated to farm workers
brings a complex community to life by strikingly portraying people
who are working to make people’s lives within that community better.
Almost all of them have been farm workers themselves, or are
children of farm worker families. Over the years, Noé had been
capturing farm workers and in 2015 he received a Fellowship from
The Alicia Patterson Foundation which allowed him to dedicate the
time, focus and thought to the work that it deserved. Having grown up
in a family of farm workers, his ambition with this work is to rework
the frame and expose for highlights within this community with many
assets, the most important of which is the individuals themselves.

LIVE

THE PLANETS

Performed by Backhausdance with Sabrina
Xiao He and Paul Cracchiolo on Two Pianos

TUESDAY, JUNE 18 AT 1:30 PM

Backhausdance returns to the McCallum stage with The Planets set
to Gustav Holst’s musical movement suite by the same name. Made
famous in its fully orchestrated form, it was originally scored by Holst
for two pianos. Accompanying Backhausdance on this galactic voyage
are pianists Sabrina Xiao He and Paul Cracchiolo. With fluidity and
strength, ten dancers and two pianists powerfully traverse the musical
landscapes of Mars, Venus, Mercury, Jupiter and Neptune. Steeped in
choreographer Jennifer Backhaus’ detailed and meticulously sculpted
style and imbued with her refined yet playful sense of whimsy,
The Planets brings us an elegant and seamless fusion of classical
and contemporary dance that will excite young and old.

